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Drones have many potential positive uses for both staff and students throughout CUSD. These guidelines 
are intended to promote the responsible, safe, and legal use of UASs over District properties. 



While it is the responsibility of the drone user 
to understand and follow all government 
regulations, which will not be reprinted 
herein, this document will provide a brief 
synopsis of actions and information required 
by the prospective drone user prior to 
operating a UAS over District property, or 
using a District-owned drone anywhere.

Introduction



Reasons that Drones Benefit the District

● Drones are becoming a fast addition to video and photography production

● Clubs and enthusiasts are now becoming prevalent

● Drone perspectives can help Site Survey and Maintenance

● In extreme circumstances, drones can be used for Search and Recovery 



Reasons For Restrictions

● Drones are tools rather than toys

● Drones have legal requirements for spaces they can occupy and observe

● Consumer and commercial drones do not share all safety features for users

● Drones will require some training and safety education before use



Additional Risks
The use of drones poses unique risks, many of which are self-evident, such as the possibility of 
injury due to malfunction or misuse, or property damage to others and the drone itself. 
 (e.g., A propeller blade from a drone impacts an observer on initial take-off).

However, there are also risks which may not be quite so obvious. These include the possibility 
of charges of invasion of privacy. (e.g., flying over someone’s backyard or private property).

 Additional risk are impacting safety equipment such as hitting a fire sprinkler when flown 
indoors causing water damage, and potential personal liability to the operator for 
damages/injury caused by illegal use (e.g., such as flying an unregistered drone, or flying 
without the proper government issued piloting certification).



Drones can be operated legally only under one of two FAA regulatory categories, and you are responsible 
for assuring you follow all regulations under the appropriate option or else you are operating illegally. 

If you operate a drone for District purposes in an illegal manner, the District’s insurance may not be 
able to cover you or defend you should a liability claim or lawsuit be filed against you, and you 
may be personally subject to significant government fines. Thus the importance of knowing which 
regulatory option you are operating under, and understanding (and following) all regulations of that option. 



Certificated Staff:

A teacher’s use of a drone may ONLY be incidental to a 
student’s coursework use.Such use may include, for 
example, regaining control of the UAS following a student’s 
loss of control.Teacher use cannot include any full flight 
demonstration, nor off-site practice flights using a 
District-owned UAS, since a teacher’s use must remain 
secondary and incidental to the student’s operation of the 
UAS at the time in order to maintain Hobby/Recreational 
status.

Category One: Hobby/Recreational User

Uncertified Staff/Visitor:

The operator, whether student or not, is NOT compensated, either 
directly or indirectly, for the operation of the drone.

If hobby/recreational only use, the drone is operated in 
accordance with a community-based set of safety guidelines 
and within the programming guidelines of a nationwide 
community-based organization

Student:

Student use of a registered drone as a verifiable component 
of science, technology, aviation, or television/film production 
coursework.

Option One: Flying for hobby or recreational use only
This option is described under FAA Special Rule for Model Aircraft (Section 336)



Highlights of FAA Small UAS Rule (Part 107):

To operate the controls of a drone under Part 107, you 
need a remote pilot certificate with a small UAS rating, or 
be under the direct supervision of a person who holds such 
a certificate.

You must be at least 16 years old to qualify for a remote 
pilot certificate, and you can obtain it in one of two 
ways.You may pass an initial aeronautical knowledge test 
at an FAA-approved knowledge testing center. I

Category Two: Commercial User

Commercial User

● Anyone receiving any sort of compensation for 
the use of the drone (with the narrow exception 
being as noted in Category One above for a 
teacher’s de minimis use). 

● For example, a Facilities Dept. employee using a 
drone to survey a new construction site, or a 
Communications Dept. employee using a drone to 
film a school activity, are both considered 
commercial users, as they are being paid a salary 
as part of their job to operate the drone.

Option Two: This option is described under the FAA’s Small UAS Rule (Part 107).

https://www.faa.gov/uas/commercial_operators/become_a_drone_pilot/


Which Category is our Average User in CUSD?



● Student use of a registered drone as a verifiable component of science, technology, aviation, or 
television/film production coursework.

● The operator, whether student or not, is NOT compensated, either directly or indirectly, for the operation 
of the drone

● If hobby/recreational only use, the drone is operated in accordance with a community-based set of safety 
guidelines and within the programming guidelines of a nationwide community-based organization.

● A teacher’s use of a drone may ONLY be incidental to a student’s coursework use.Such use may include, 
for example, regaining control of the UAS following a student’s loss of control.Teacher use cannot include 
any full flight demonstration, nor off-site practice flights using a District-owned UAS, since a teacher’s use 
must remain secondary and incidental to the student’s operation of the UAS at the time in order to maintain 
Hobby/Recreational status.

Our Average Users are Category One
 Flying for hobby or recreational use
This option is described under FAA Special Rule for Model Aircraft (Section 336)



Board Policy (BP 3515.21) Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Summary of Policy Guidelines

Any person or entity desiring to use a drone on or over district property shall submit a written request for permission 

to the Superintendent or designee.  The Superintendent or designee may grant permission to district employees and 

students for the use of drones only if the planned activity supports instructional, co-curricular, extracurricular, athletic, 

or operational purposes. Any person authorized to use a drone on district property shall sign an acknowledgment that 

he/she understands and will comply with the terms and conditions of the district's policy, federal law and regulations, 

state law, and any local ordinances related to the use of drones.

1. The operator is responsible for complying with applicable federal, state, and/or local laws and regulations, 

including federal safety regulations pursuant to 14 CFR 107.15-107.51 which include, but are not limited to, 

requirements that the drone not be flown at night, above 400 feet in altitude, or over any people unless they 

are in a covered structure or stationary vehicle. The operator shall maintain the visual line of sight with the 

drone at all times.

2. The drone shall be kept away from any area reasonably considered private, including, but not limited to, 

restrooms, locker rooms, and individual homes.

3. The district reserves the right to rescind the authorization for use of drones at any time.


